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Spring 2010 IHRC Events 

 
“almos(t)here: New bearings from contemporary artists in Europe” 

Katherine E. Nash Gallery, Regis Center of Art, University of Minnesota (West Bank) 
 

Minna Rainio curates an exhibition on display 
January 22-February 18 bringing together a 
selection of internationally renowned Finnish and 
European-based artists dealing with issues of 
dislocation and migration or challenging 
manifestations of mental and physical borders in 
a globalized world. The exhibition features works 

by Adel Abidin 
(Iraq/Finland), 
Ursula Biemann 
(Switzerland), 
Jaakko Heikkilä 

(Finland), Minna Rainio and Mark Roberts 
(Finland/UK), Pauliina Salminen and Andres 
Jaschek (Finland/Argentina/France), Maria 
Ylikoski (Finland), Katarina Zdjelar 
(Serbia/Netherlands). 
 

Minna Rainio is Government of Finland and Nancy 
and David Speer Chair and Visiting Professor in 
Photography at the University of Minnesota. The 
exhibition was created with the generous support 
of European Studies Consortium, Institute for 
Global Studies, and Government of Finland/David 
and Nancy Speer Professor in Finnish Studies.  
 

 
Contributors include Consulate-General of the 
Republic of Finland, FRAME Finnish Fund for Art  
Exchange, Immigration History Research Center, 
Katherine E. Nash Gallery and Department of Art. 
 

 
Exhibition Opening: 

Friday, Jan. 22, 6-8 p.m. 
The public is invited to the opening! 
 
 

Artist Talks: 
 

Katarina Zdjelar 

Thursday, Feb. 11, 7 p.m. 
@In Flux, Regis Center for Art 
 

Jaakko Heikkilä 

April 22, 7 p.m. 
@In Flux, Regis Center for Art 
 
 

Film Screening at The Walker Art Center: 

Where is Where? (Missä on missä?) 
Directed by Eija-Liisa Ahtila 
Sat., Jan. 23 & Wed., Jan. 27, 7:30 p.m. at The 
Walker Art Center 
Video, in Finnish with English subtitles, 61 minutes. Tickets: $8 ($6 
Walker members) 

 

 

Look What’s Coming Up: Research-In-Progress Talks for Spring 2010 
Research-in-Progress Talks are given during the researcher’s residency and explore new aspects of a researcher’s work facilitated 
by use of IHRC collections. Please visit the IHRC website for updated information about these programs. 
 

Ulla Aatsinki 
Fulbright Scholar 2009-2010, Michigan Technological University ● IHRC Residency: Feb. 8-12 
 

Dr. Ulla Aatsinki will provide an invited lecture at the IHRC on her research, which focuses on the political socialization of Finnish 
children raised in Finland and the United States during the 1920s. Her work studies the integration of children into society through 
formal institutions, recognizing that schools hold a remarkable role and power in the construction of a nation. 
 

Kristel Tammik 
National Archives of Estonia, Tallinn, Estonia ● IHRC Residency: March 8-April 5  
 

“Estonian American archives, digital archiving, and international archival information systems” 
 

The IHRC and the National Archives of Estonia continue their partnership to link Estonian diaspora collections through international 
virtual archives. Tammik’s work will expand descriptions available for the IHRC’s Estonian Archives in the U.S., Inc. Collection, 
which comprises the largest gathering of Estonian diaspora material in the world. 
 

(Research Talk List Continues on Reverse – Dates to Be Scheduled) 
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February 25-26 
“Hmong Literacies: A 2-Day Literacy 

and Rhetorical Studies Series” 
 

An address by John Duffy of Notre Dame will 
highlight two days of events at the University of 
Minnesota and Concordia University on Hmong 
writing systems and language research. Duffy will 
speak on “The Problems of Hmong ‘Preliteracy’ ” 
at 2:30 p.m. on Thursday, 135 Nicholson Hall. 
Other events include speakers on “Hmong 
Literacies: Literacy Activists and Lesser Known 
Writing Systems” and a roundtable on current 
research and work in the emergent field of Hmong 
Studies. Registration suggested but not required. 
Visit http://www.writing.umn.edu/hmongliteracies/ 
for more information. 

Co-sponsored by Center for Writing, 
Concordia University Center for Hmong Studies, 

Institute for Advanced Study, and Asian American Studies 
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Upcoming Research Talks! 
Continued 
 

Ellen Pozzi 
Doctoral Candidate, Rutgers University ● IHRC Residency: 
June 7-11 
 

“Libraries in the Lives of Immigrants” 
 

The history of reading provides an avenue for understanding 
information neighborhood of Italian immigrant communities at 

the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries. Pozzi's work brings 
together evidence from personal papers, organizations 
involved with Americanization efforts, and ethnic publications 
to reconstruct the role of libraries in the lives of immigrants. 
 

Joseph Sciorra 
John D. Calandra Italian American Institute of Queens 
College, CUNY ● IHRC Residency: to be announced 
 

“Alessando Sisca and Internationally Popular 
Neapolitan Music Composed in the United States” 
 

A transnational stream of music in the Neapolitan tradition 
flowed from the United States to Italy, with "Core 'ngrato"  
acknowledged as the first song in the Neapolitan tradition 
composed or recorded in the United States that traveled to 
Italy. Historian Sciorra documents the role of lyricist 
Alessando Sisco's role in this international musical exchange 
that stretches from performances by Enrico Caruso to the 
television series "The Sopranos." 

 
Hauke Siemen 
University of Hamburg ● IHRC Residency: to be announced 
 

“The Baltic Émigrés' Political Activities During the 
Cold War” 
 

Siemen will provide a broad overview of the political and 
lobbying activities of Estonian, Latvian, and Lithuanian 
émigrés in order to examine the extent to which exiles from 
those countries cooperated. Siemen tests the theory that  
their mutual efforts may be interpreted as first evidence for a 
Baltic regionalism now taken for granted. 

 
Ann J. Toumi 
University of Joensuu, Finland ● IHRC Residency: to be 
announced 
 

“Finnish American Women’s Experience and 
Historical Fiction Writing” 
 

An immigrant woman’s life in Brainerd, Minnesota and 
essential links with relatives in Finland are the anchors for 
Tuomi’s forthcoming novel about the family connections at 
the heart of immigrant identity. Tuomi gathers connections 
between the Savo district of Finland, near the Russian border, 
and the early 20th-century United States in this work of 
historical fiction. 

 
William Samonides 
Independent Scholar  ● IHRC Residency: to be announced 
 

“Greek Immigrants in the Urban Northeast and 
Midwest” 
 

Samonides documents the regional identities and experiences 
of Greek Americans, expanding scholarly analysis of 
immigrant life through his research into the chapter records 
of AHEPA, the largest secular Greek-American organization. 
The correspondence records of AHEPA held at the IHRC are a 
particularly rich source of information about early Greek 
immigrant life and, in some cases, the only archival materials 
that exist documenting regional ethnicity among Greek 
Americans. 

Teach-In: 
Monday, February 1 
“Linked Lives: When Are 
Immigrant And Refugee 

Engagements Problematized?” 
Coffman Memorial Union, Mississippi 
Room 
 

From remittances to families in other countries to the 
letters between family members, the involvement of 
immigrants in their homelands has a long history. This all-
day teach-in explores immigrant contacts with homes in 
other lands and the circumstances that lead to politicization 
of those homeland involvements. Participants are welcome 
to attend presentations on a variety of ways that 
immigrants stayed in touch, supported, and remained in 
conversation with those who did not leave. Activities also 
include group discussions and a film documenting the role 
of Finnish-Americans in homeland conflict in the early 20th 
century. The public is invited. 

Co-sponsored by IHRC, IGS, Consortium for Study of 
the Asias, Minnesota Department of Education 


