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HISTORICAL SKETCH

The American Latvian Association was founded primarily by Latvian refugees who had left
Latvia during and after World War 1, fleeing the Soviet occupation of their homeland. Between
1949 and 1951, postwar Latvian immigrants established over 300 new American Latvian
organizations and communities, creating a need to form a central organization that could unify
them, as well as speak and act on behalf of Latvians.

On February 24, 1951, under the direction of Julijs Feldmans, 115 delegates representing more
than 11,000 Latvians met in Washington, DC, and established the American Latvian Association.
The first ALA convention laid down the ALA mission: to act not only as an umbrella
organization for American Latvians, but also to create a unified front from which to influence
world politics with respect to their Soviet-dominated homeland. In words from the first ALA

congress:

"Without a doubt, a Latvian colony in the U.S. will come to play an important role in
Latvian life outside Latvia. For this reason, it is imperative that we join together and
create an organization which can freely express the thoughts of our people, our desire
for freedom and our own place under the sun.”

Thus the Latvians managed to largely unite both new and old immigrants in a conmunon
misston—to maintain national integrity in exile and fight for the freedom of their homeland.
Those few who did not agree with the methods or ideology of the ALA simply did not participate
in ALA activities.

The first organizational structure consisted of a president, five vice-presidents, a secretary, a
treasurer, and a three-person "inspection committee.” Bureaus of the AL A have included Cultural
and Educational, Information and Advocacy, Social Welfare, and Sports. The ALA established
as its financial base a program of collecting membership dues from its constituents and has, in
its history to date, remained a self-sufficient, non-profit organization. Donations from the Latvian
community at large have provided capital for many ALA projects, among which have been
establishing a Latvian ethnographic museum in Reading, Pennsylvania, sponsoring sports
tournaments, publishing educational materials, and producing films.

Among the ALA’s first activities were its efforts to sponsor Latvians migrating to America
following the 1952 amendment of the 1948 DP Act. Starting in the 1960s the ALA concentrated
a significant effort towards the creation of educational curricula. By the early 1970s, the ALA
had helped to found Latvian summer high school programs such as Beverina and Kursa and had
become the foremost publisher of Latvian schoolbooks in the free world. Serial publicattons from
the ALA that began during this time include Latvian News Digest, ALA Zurnals (ALA
Magazine), and ALA Véstis (ALA News).! In addition, the ALA Cultural Fund supported a
number of Latvian artists, writers, and performers,

The ALA is the leading Latvian advocacy crganization and has been used by the United States
government and by the media to speak on behalf of the Latvian people in matters of political and

'Examples of these publications can be found in the IHRC print collection.
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cultural issues concerning Latvia. Members of the ALA have also proved valuable contributors
to and participants in the efforts of international Latvian organizations such as the World
Federation of Free Latvians (PBLA).

The headquarters of the ALA is in Rockville, Maryland. ALA conventions are held annually
in different locations, drawing delegates representing AL A member organizations from throughout
the United States. The main purpose of the conventions is to elect officers and adopt general
guidelines on policy. The ALA represents over 160 secular and religious American Latvian
organizations throughout the United States, as well as many individuals; it is the single largest
Latvian organization outside Latvia, with over 7,800 members. In addition to overseeing the
greater American Latvian community, the ALA now devotes significant effort toward providing
financial and material aid to Latvia.



SCOPE AND CONTENT

The American Latvian Association collection consists of organizational records, reports,
correspondence, subject files, and a large number of newspaper clippings. These records trace the
history of the ALA from its inception in 1951 up to 1973. The collection is a unique compilation
of documents that provides insight into the creation, growth, and activities of a singular ethnic
organization that has managed to infiltrate every aspect of American Latvian life. Correspondence
with numerous Latvian member organizations contains information on Latvian social and political
activities throughout the United States on the local level.

The original gift included a large number of monographs and serials that have been removed
from the manuscript collection and added to the IFIRC print collection. A list of titles is included
at the end of this inventory. The remainder of the collection measures ca. 9.5 linear feet and is
housed in 19 boxes, with one package of oversize materials.

The American Latvian collection is organized into the following series and subseries:

SERIES I - ADMINISTRATIVE MATERIALS

Subseries:
1. Administrative Materials
2. ALA Bureaus
3. ALA Conventions

SERIES II - LATVIAN COMMUNITIES AND INDIVIDUALS

Subseries:
1. Communities
2. Individuals

SERIES III - ORGANIZATIONS

Subseries:
1. Latvian Organizations
2. Baltic Organizations
3. American Political Organizations

SERIES IV - POLITICAL ACTIVITIES

Subseries:
1. Commemorations
2. Political Issues



SERIES V - CLIPPINGS

Subseries:
1. Serialized Newspaper Articles
2. Newspaper and Magazine Clippings

SERIES VI - MISCELLANY
SERIES VII - ASSURANCES
SERIES VIII — OVERSIZE MATERIALS

I. Administrative Materials

This series outlines the administrative structure and activity of the ALA through correspondence,
meeting minutes, and activities reports.

Details regarding bylaws, membership, financial budgets and expenditures are in Subseries 1.

Subseries 2 is arranged by the bureaus of the ALA: information, culture, welfare, and sports.
Except for the Sports Bureau, each bureau has subdivisions for special projects, most notably the
Bureau of Culture’s Cultural Fund. The folders contain yearly appraisals and plans,
correspondence, and reports for each ALA bureau. Subseries 3 documents yearly ALA
conventions by detailing matters discussed and listing delegates who attended.

II. Latvian Communities and Individuals

This series is comprised of letters, clippings and other materials received from and about Latvian
exile communities and individuals throughout the United States.

Subseries 1 is arranged alphabetically by cities and states, with folders containing church
bulletins, local newspaper articles, and copies of correspondence with senators and
representatives. Included are comprehensive reports of local Latvian activities sent to the ALA
for inclusion in the "dzives archivs" (life archive), a project of the ALA Bureau of Culture.
Especially rich in materials are the folders for Detroit, New Jersey, New York, Oregon,
Philadelphia, and Washington, D.C. The Oregon collection contains a folder of photographs that
portray Latvian activities, as well as a detailed roster of local Latvians. Monthly U.S. Latvian
press publications that chronicle events in various cities, which were originally found with these
papers, have been removed to the IHRC print collection.

Subseries 2 contains correspondence with or about individual ALA members who, in this case,
were men involved with the sciences. Most of this subseries consists of scientific treatises (many
of which are in foreign languages) prepared by these men.



IIL. Organizations

This series is the collected correspondence and activities reports of organizations in which either
ALA members were a part, or that acted on concerns of the ALA.

Subseries 1 are files on national and international Latvian organizations, including political,
cultural, and religious groups (such as the Latvian Social Welfare group "Daugavas Vanagi" and
the Latvian Council of Churches) that were either ALA members or otherwise operated in the
interests of Latvians in exile. Located here is correspondence regarding the formation of
Amerikas LatvieSu Jaunatnes Apvieniba (the American Latvian Youth Association) and Pasaules
Brivo Latvie$u Apvieniba (Latvian Free World Federation). Files on political organizations such
as the early Baltic Committee of Washington, D.C. and the Joint Baltic American Committee,
comprise Subseries 2.

The files in Subseries 3 pertain to organizations whose activities were of interest to the ALA,
and who primarily dealt with battling the spread of communism and working to liberate countries
behind the Iron Curtain, Particularly well-documented are ALA relations with the Assembly of
Captive European Nations and the All-American Conference to Combat Communism.

IV. Political Activities

Subseries 1 is documentation of various state commemorations of national- and

state-declared Baitic, Latvian and Captive Nations days/weeks. Subseries 2 contains
correspondence and print materials dealing with issues such as exiles subjected to Soviet
propaganda through the mail, United States policies regarding Latvian immigrants after 1951, and
various governmental decisions regarding the Baltic States.

V. Clippings

The ALA collected newspaper and magazine clippings covering a wide range of issues. These
clippings are from Latvian publications in the U.S. (primarily the newspaper Laiks) and abroad
and from English and German language publications. (Clippings concerning Latvian individuals
or activities in specific U.S. cities or states can be found in Series 2, "Latvian Communities.")
This series is arranged chronologically by serialized Latvian newspaper articles, clippings in
Latvian, and clippings from English/otherlanguage newspapers and magazines.

VII. Miscellany

This series includes published anti-Communism materials, advertisements, and subscription
information about various Latvian publications; flyers and programs from U.S. and Canadian



Latvian Song Festivals; and a copy of a Latvian play submitted to the ALA as a contest entry.

VII. Assurances

These folders contain assurance applications and information about Latvians abroad who wished
to emigrate under the Refugee Relief Act of 1953. Most of the refugees were living in Germany
and Sweden. In most instances, their cases were denied. An index of names included is under

separate cover.

VIHI. Oversize Materials

This series 1s a collection of four posters (of which two promote the first American Latvian Song
Festival in 1953, held in Chicago), a map of Latvia, and a certificate of merit from the World
Federation of Free Latvians. Technical drawings for a Memonal Park that was never built are
included here, more detailed information about which can be found in Box 11 under "Kara
Invalidu Apvieniba" (War Invalid Association).



Box # Folder # Folder Title and Dates

SERIES I - ADMINISTRATIVE MATERIALS
Subseries 1 - Administrative Materials

ALA Statutes

ALA Executive Rosters

ALA Appraisal, 1972

Centrala Valde, 1951-1973

Financial Statements, 1951-1973

Membership Materials

Membership Lists

Projects, 1952-1966

Promotional Materials

Miscellaneous Administrative Materials

Articles and Speeches, 1951-1973

15th Anniversary Reception, 1966

Incoming Correspondence
1951-July 1952
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August 1952-February 1953
March-June 1953
July-December 1953
January-April 1954
May-October 1954
Outgoing Correspondence
1951-February 1953
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March-December 1953
January-July 1954
August-October 1954
Miscellaneous Correspondence, 1953-1972
Correspondence with U.S. Government
ALA Representatives, 1961-1972
P. Lejips, 1958-1967
H. Pukite, 1966
Other ALA Correspondence
Apsveikumi, 1951-1968
9 I. Spilners® Trip Through U.S. Latvian Centers, 1971-1972
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Minutes
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1950-May 1952
2 June 1952-1953



Box # Folder # Folder Title and Dates

4 3 1954-1959
4 1960-1961
5 1962-1964

5 1 1965-1967
2 1968-April 1970
3 May 1970-1971
4 1972-1973

Subseries 2 - ALA Bureaus
5 Apriipes Birojs, 1952-1971
Informacijas Birojs

6 1951-1972
7 Gadu Pérskati, 1952-1972
8 Apkartraksti, 1960-1966

6 1 Filmu Nozare, 1960-1972
2 Latviesu Organiziciju Apspriede, 1966

Kultiiras Birojs
3 1951-1972
4 Biroja un Fonda Parskati, 1957-1973
5 Kultiiras Fonds, 1951-1974
6 Kultiras Fonds - Correspondence, 1954-1969
7 Kultiras Fonds - Finance Records, 1952-1955
8 Izglitibas Birgjs, 1952-1973
9 Izglitibas Birojs - Latvian Youth Education
10 Trimdas/Dzives Archivs, 1952-1968
11 Sporta un Fiziskds Audzina$anas Birojs, 1955-1971
Subseries 3 - ALA Conventions
7 Convention Materials, 1951-1994

Convention Addresses by Péteris Lejins, 1959-1961
New York Convention, 1966
Cleveland Convention, 1972
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Box # Folder # Folder Title and Dates

SERIES II - LATVIAN COMMUNITIES AND INDIVIDUALS

Subseries 1 - Communities

Boston, 1952-1966
California, 1953-1973
Chicago, 1953-1973
Cleveland, 1954-1975
Connecticut, 1958-1967
Denver, 1956-1967
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Detroit, 1952-1973
Detroit - S. Rudzitis, 1953-1963
Grand Rapids, 1952-1955
Indiana, 1953-1973
Iowa, 1963-1966
Kalamazoo, 1953-1961
Milwaukee, 1954-1963
Minnesota, 1953-1959
Mississippi, 1954

New Jersey, 1953-1967
New York, 1950-1973
North Carolina, 1966
North Dakota, 1966-1967
Omaha, 1961-1968
Oregon, 1954-1959
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Oregon, 1960-1965

Oregon - photographs, 1959-1960

Philadelphia, 1955-1967

Washington, 1952-1972

Washington D.C., 1951-1957

Washington D.C., 1957-1973
Latvians in America - Misc., 1952-1968
Latvians in Australia, 1958-1972
Latvians in Canada, 1952-1964
Latvians in Germany, 1948-1956
Latvians in South America, 1951-1953
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Box #
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Folder # Folder Title and Dates

Subseries 2 - Individuals
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Haralds Biezais, 1962
Nikolajs Bredzs, 1954-1961
Al Graps, 1960

Egons Darzips, 1948-1960

B. Jirgensons, 1960-1961
Alfreds Jumikis, 1962-1969
A. Kroms, 1958-1964

Peter O. Krumin, 1963

A. Platbardzis, 1959

Karlis Straubergs, 1952-1953

SERIES IIT - ORGANIZATIONS

11

Subseries 1 - Latvian Organizations

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
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American Latvian Youth Association (ALJA), 1953-1973
Committee for a Free Latvia, 1955-1963

Daugavas Vanagi, 1953-1973

Latvian Communist Party, n.d.

Latvian Council of Churches, 1954-1973

Latvian Foundations and Funds

Latvian Free World Federation (PBLA), 1952-1973
Latvian Information Center in Canada, 1956-1958

Latvie$u Centrala Komiteja/Padome, 1952-1971
Latvie$u Kara Invalidu Apvieniba ASVY, 1959-1968
Latvie$u Studentu Centrald Savieniba, 1955-1962
Otto Kroll’s Cultural Bureau, 1959-1963
Miscellaneous Latvian Organizations, 1945-1967

Subseries 2 - Baltic Organizations

6
7
8
9

Baltic Committee of Washington, D.C., 1952-1958
Baitic Council of Australia, 1967-1968

Joint Baltic American Committee, 1959-1993
Miscellaneous Baltic Organizations, 1961-1973
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Box # Folder # Folder Title and Dates

Subseries 3 - Political Organizations

11 10
11
12
13

12
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All-American Conference to Combat Communism, 1954-55
All-American Conference to Combat Communism, 1956-1968

Alliance of Americans of Foreign Origin, 1961-1962

Americans for Congressional Action to Free the Baltic States, 1963-1970

Assembly of Captive European Nations (ACEN), 1954-1956
Assembly of Captive European Nations (ACEN), 1957-1966
Committee for Freedom for All Peoples, 1959

Committee of One Million, 1958

Common Council for American Unity, 1955-1958

Council of European Women in Exile, 1962

Four Freedoms Study Group, 1959-1960

National Confederation of American Ethnic Groups, 1957-1959
People to People, 1957-1958

Voice of America, 1963-1973

SERIES IV - POLITICAL ACTIVITIES AND ISSUES

Subseries 1 - Commemorations

11
12
13

13
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Baltic Freedom Commemorations, 1958-1965
Baltic Freedom Rally at U.N., 1965
Captive Nations Week, 1960-1965

Captive Nations Week, 1966

Captive Nations Week, 1967-1973

25th Anniversary of Occupation and Mass Deportation, 1966
World Freedom Day, 1963

Subseries 2 - Political Issues
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American-Soviet Consular Treaty, 1967

Baltic Resolution (H Con Res 416), 1966-1967

Fight Against Communism, 1959

Radio Broadcasts to Latvia, 1963-1972

Soviet Propaganda Through U.S. Mail, 1955-1969

UN High Commissioner for Refugees - Victims of
National-Socialist Persecution, 1960-1961

United Nations and the Baltic States, 1943-1963
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Box # Folder # Folder Title and Dates

13 12 Untted States Refugee Relief Program, 1953-1955

14 1 Miscellaneous Latvian Political Activity, 1965-1973

SERIES V - CLIPPINGS
Subseries 1 - Serialized Newspaper Articles

Lawija, Eutin/Holst, Germany
“Trimdinieku politiskie uzdevumi," 1954
"Tur palika daudz," 1954
"Sarkana bulta," 1954
"Ko dara latviesi okupétajd zemé," 1954
"Mana miiza atmipas," 1953-1954
"Kas bija Munters?," 1953
"P&c saules rieta," 1953
Le Nouveau Rhin Francais, France
9 "Deutsche Bundesrepublik 1954," 1954
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Subseries 2 - Newspaper and Magazine Clippings

10 Latvian Clippings, 1936-1973
11 English and other Foreign Language Clippings, 1946-1973

SERIES VI - MISCELLANY
12 American Council of Christian Churches, 1957-1959

13 Anti-Communism Miscellany, 1953-1973
14 Anti-Communist Literature, 1955-1972

.

Is Gals un Sakums ("The Beginning and the End," submission to Latvian
Cultural Fund play contest), 1955

"Laisvoji Lietuva" and Baltic Postage Stamps, 1967

Latvian Song Festivals, 1952-1973

Latvian Publications

Stephen Priebe, 1967-1968

Miscellaneous - English and German

Miscellaneous - Latvian
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Box # Folder # Folder Title and Dates

SERIES VII - ASSURANCES

16 Assurances, 1 through 40
17 Assurances, 1 through 40
18 Assurances, 1 through 34
19 Assurances, 1 through 47

SERIES VIII - OVERSIZE MATERIALS

Medal of Merit Award, Latvian Free World Federation (1968)

poster — Latvian Song Festival Main Concert, Chicago (1953)

poster — Latvie$u dziesmu svétki, San Francisco (1967)

poster — 1. Latvie3u dziesmu svetki Amerika, Chicago (1953)

poster — 5. Austrilijas latvieSu kultiras dienas (1955)

Map of Latvia (n.d.)

State of Latvia 50 Years - Memorial Expo, technical drawings by Kri§janis Grants
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The following tities have been removed and added to the IHRC print collection:

Newsletters/Bulletins

ALA Zinas

ABN Correspondence

Aistija (latvie$uw/lietuvieSu vienibas Centrilds Valdes informicija)

Beldijas Latviesu Nacionala Komitejas Zigojumi

Briviba (Latviesu Socidldemokratiskas Stradnieku Partijas Izdevums)
Bulletin (Liberal Democratic Union of Central Eastern Europe in the U.S.)
Danijas Latviesu Informdcijas Bileténs

Danijas Latviesu Zigas (Danijas Latvie$u Nacionilis Komitejas izdevums)
Darba Degsme (Sanpaulas LatvieSu Baptistu Draudzes izdevums)
Daugavas Vanagi Sasauksimies (DV Apvieniba Minesoté biletens)
Elizabetes-Nuarkas Latviesu Evangeliski Luteriskas Draudzes Zinas
Jaundakas Zinas (Hannover)

Jautrais Ods (Piltene)

Lavviesu Centrala Komiteja

Latviesu Domas (formerly Informacija)

Larviesu Nacionalais Fonds Skandinavija (parskats)

Latviesu Zinas Francija

Latvija (Buenos Aires)

Latvijas Katolu un Demokrasisko Zemnieku Blokas Bileténs

Londonas ménesu apskati {not published)

Misu Domas (Zviedrijas LatvieSu Nacionilas Padomes Biletens)
Noticiero de los Paises Balticos (Buenos Aires, Argentina)

Pie Svétavota - Religisks Laikraksts Latviesu Ev.-Lut. Draudzém Rietumvdcijd
Sirakiizu Latviesu Biedribas Bijetens

Trimdas Arodnieks (Stockholm)

Trimdas Draudzes Vestnesis (London)

Veéstis Ev. Lut. Ticigiem Latviesiem Venezueld

Ziemelkalifornijas Apskats

Periodicals

Amerikas Latviesu Apvieniba

ALA Dimensions Latviesu Apvienibas Australija  Kultiiras
ALA Vestis Dalas Apskats (1966)

Australijas LatvieSu Gada Gramatia Latviesu Skautu Prieksnieka Apkartraksts
Acta Baltica IX Latvijas Maksla

Gaisma News from Behind the Iron Curtain

Jaunds Gramatas Ragtais Apinis

Junda - Viestura Rotas Viru Zurnals
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Pamphlets

Australijas latviesu 5. kultiiras dienas (Sidney, 1955)

Baltische Zentrale Bibliothek Arbeitsbericht, 1955-1956

Facts on the Captive Countries (New York, 1961)

Ko latviesi svesuma var darit savas tautas politiskds ndkotnes laba? (Australia, 1974)
Report of the 9th Nat’l Conference on Citizenship (Washington D.C.,, 1954)

The Second Thaw.: Hungary Under Soviet Rule VI, 1961-1962

Welcome to an Occupied Country (1968)

Books
(1956) Austrdlijas  Latviesu 6. Kultiras Dienas Melburnd  Australia
(1965) Australijas Latviesu 15. Kultiiras Dienas Melburna Australia
Lolitas un Brigitas Dziesmas II: Zvaigiyu Lietus (Portland, 1981)
Pionieru Vaditdja Gramata (Riga, 1947)
Principles at Issue New York (1988)
The Baltic States 1940-1972 (Stockholm, 1972)
Platbarzdis, A. Ryska Sedlar Tryckta i Stockholm (1960}
Sakse, Anna Lizums (Riga, 1949)
Skalbe, Karlis Poems (Philadelphia, 1966)
Sokolovs, LI Fizikas Kurss: Tresd Dala (Riga, 1947)
Sveics, Vilnis V. How Stalin Got the Baltic States (1991)
Zanis, Alberts Dzives Elementi (1970) photocopy
Newspapers
Amerikas Lawvietis (USA) Latviesu Zipas (Germany)
Australijas Latvietis (Australia) Latvju Vards (Stockholm)
Camp Newspaper (Arnsberg) Latvju Zigas (Stockholm)
Cina (Latvia) Londonas Avize (London)
Daugava (Memmingen, West Germany) Maras Zeme (Stockholm)
DP Express (Munich) UNRRA Team News (Germany)
DP Journal (Wurttemberg) Stimme der Freiheit (Germany)

Heritage Review (New Jersey)

Im Ausland (und in Deutschland) (Bavaria)
Kazak/Le Cosaque (France)

Lawvija (LCK, Germany)

Latvija Amerika (Canada)
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